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At the beginning of this semester I came to class thinking that I had a general idea of how to write an essay.  I had just taken a writing class at another college so I thought it would be real similar to that English class.  On the first day of class we received our syllabus and some other handouts that went over our first essay that we would be starting to write.  I was surprised to see that this class seemed like it may be a little more detail oriented.  I was excited to learn some new tips to better my writing skills and I was glad that I wouldn’t be learning the same things over again.  Different types of papers would definitely broaden my skills to write.
	The assignments were timed very well.  I felt that we were given enough time so that we didn’t feel rushed to get the essay’s done.  Keith Wood was a great teacher, with a lot of direction and a great sense of humor to liven’ up the class so that we would have fun while we were writing.  The different types of essays were a little tricky to write.  I really struggled with the last one, Argument/Solution research paper.  It was hard to come up with something that I was passionately against.  Once I made an outline though and used the advice to take questions and turn them into arguments, I was good to go!  My paper just flowed from there.  The work load was good and I handled doing the different types of assignments pretty well.
	After writing three different essays I have a better idea of how to structure the essay depending on what type of paper I am writing.  Learning basic skills on how to outline the paper and the differences of each style of paper that we had to write was enlightening to me.  I now know how to cite references in my papers and that was something that always intimidated me. Learning to just get the basic idea down on paper and then go back and brush it up was hard for me, but I have learned that writing my paper that way works better for me.  I would have to say that I am definitely more confident in my writing skills. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The peer reviews were “key” in making changes to my paper.  It was really interesting how much other readers caught when they read my rough drafts that I had read over and over and didn’t see.  There were things that I thought were clear that they pointed out needed to be explained more thorough.  I really liked being able to also see how other writers composed their papers.  It gave me some different ideas of things that I could incorporate into my own paper.  I loved the constructive criticism!
	This was an excellent class and I’m glad that I was able to take it and have the teacher that I did.  I only wish that he taught the next level of writing class.  It didn’t matter how many times he had to go over things with us, he was so patient and never made anyone feel stupid for asking questions.
 

	

	

